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URL Shorteners
The Benefits of Using URL Shorteners

We've all been excited about discovering something nevh@mnternet. A lot of times, we
immediately want to share it with our friends, fanalycolleagues. In the past, this would
mean copying and pasting a very long web address intarail @nd sending it off.
Sometimes the links are so long and cumbersome and apgearet strange code in them,
that they make users are wary about clicking on therd.with its 140-character limit, forget
about posting it to Twitter. URL Shorteners can hatt

What IsA URL Shortener?
The concept behind a URL shortener is very simple: exdravvery long, complicated-looking

web link, to a very short, manageable link that is eashare. There are several services that
do this, with TinyURL being the first in 2002. Others incladien, ow.ly and NanoURL.

One of the most popular URL shorteners is bit.ly. Alovith other similar services, bit.ly
provides users with many benefits beyond just shorteningla Uhe most important of these
benefits is the ability to easily track the links andess statistics about how many times the
link was clicked on, when it was clicked on and which e#kvere the top referrers. These

statistics update instantly.

Bit.ly Link Example
The following link was created using bit.lgttp://bit.ly/bx9GLX. If you choose to, you can

create an account to login and view the link’s staisfitiere is, however, a very easy way to
see these statistics without creating an account.|lgioyplacing a “+” directly after the link
(in this casehttp://bit.ly/bx9GLX+), you can access a page with the up-to-the-minute stats,

charts and information about your link. This informatidowé you to easily track how
articles are passed along between friends and colledgareBusinesses, it can be an integral
tool for tracking an article’s or a campaign’s success.
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Other URL Shortening Services
Today, several websites have rolled out there own shingservices. Here are a few of the
competitors:

* Facebook (fb.me)

» ESPN (es.pn)

* WordPress (wp.me)

» Google (goo.gl)

*  YouTube (youtu.be)

* Twitter (t.co)

* Your own domain (awe.sm)

The next time you share a link on your company’s blog aresh big announcement on
Facebook, consider using a URL shortener service. Themlsch better chance it will be
shared, as you can fit more links and content in lesespat it allows you to give more
valuable information about your message, which is crutikalday’s world of smartphones,

texting and mobile Internet.
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